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polyps. Wherever corals make up the foundation of an underwater
habitat, a coral reef occurs. Coral reefs are complex marine

ecosystems that include diverse collections of colorful fish and
other sea creatures. But what is it that allows corals to grow and
support so much wildlife?

1.ONE CORALIS - )
MADE OF MANY POLYPS . § of. —

. Polyps are the basic building

" block for all coral colonies. They

‘ §q" ‘d‘f‘ are small, colorful, and essential |
\ for corals to grow, eat,

\’ reproduce, and recover if

ever injured. :

3. CORAL REEFS
PROVIDE FOOD AND
SHELTER

With small animals seeking shelter
in the coral—and herbivorous fish
keeping corals clean of nuisance

algae—corals lie at the heart of a

complex food web system that

allows marine life to thrive
in a coral reef.

2. CORALS BUILD
CORAL REEFS

Corals build their skeleton
from calcium and carbonate in
seawater. This skeleton not only
gives corals their structure, but
also provides the architecture
for the coral reef overall.
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